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[bookmark: _Toc524378525]Background to the issue
When one thinks about the manual ledger, cannot stop reminiscing about how technology has evolved to come up with a digital ledger where a cryptocurrency such as bitcoin records chronologically and publicly. Filipova (2018) explains that it is a model for developing new business models while Adams et al. (2017) avers that it is the future for money and currency applications. In their research, Manta and Pop (2017) find that blockchain technology is changing the global financial systems into the presence of virtual coins. However, Woodside et al. (2017) find that its application status and strategies are experiencing challenges.
In the annals of literature and human understanding, there exists peripheral understanding of blockchain; its technological aspects, development, and how companies use it. This explains why Woodside et al. (2017) explains that blockchain application status and strategies are experiencing challenges. Therefore, this research proposal seeks to derive the relationship between these four concepts. The paper will aim to provide a concentrate of concrete information regarding blockchain.
[bookmark: _Toc524378526]Research questions
The research questions that will inform the research are as follows;
i.    What are the technical aspects of blockchain?
ii.    How does blockchain work?
iii.    How is blockchain developed?
iv.    How do companies use blockchain?
[bookmark: _Toc524378527]Justification
There exists a lot of information out there about blockchain. This information is isolated, and researchers, as well as decision-makers in organizations, are forced to go through thousands of documents to obtain the information they seek. This is time-consuming and costs money. Because the essence of education and funding in the research field is to avail information readily to readers’ fingertips, there is need to coalesce information about blockchain, its technical aspects, its development and how companies such as IBM, Kodak, and Amazon use it. This will form a concentrated document that readily informs decision-makers within a short time. 
[bookmark: _Toc524378528]Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc524378529]Research design and method
The research design selected for this study is descriptive research design. Taking information, materials, and data from secondary sources, it will be a desktop study where industry information about blockchain, literature from other researchers, periodicals, and journal articles will be used to obtain the required data. The purpose for selection of the descriptive research design is to describe comparative information about the topic (Adams, Raeside & Khan, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Toc524378530]Sampling method
The sampling method selected for this study will be the purposive sampling method. In this method, literature and other industry secondary data that will be obtained will not exceed ten years old. Five journal articles will be obtained with the keywords “blockchain technology” “Application of blockchain,” and “industry trends in blockchain’. The reason for this selection is to obtain the most relevant information for this study (Barratt, Ferris & Lenton, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Toc524378531]Method of data collection
Secondary data denotes data that is already available as it has been collected by someone else. The data of interest in this study will be both published and unpublished. However, keenness will be taken due to the tendency of secondary data being unsuitable and unverified especially for the unpublished sources. Therefore, three aspects will be observed about the secondary data that will be collected. These include first, the reliability of data. This will detail who, when, which methods, and time the data was availed. Secondly, will consider the suitability of data. This will entail observing details such as object, scope, and nature of the original inquiry. Thirdly, the researcher will consider the adequacy of data. The methods of data collection for the study will entail, library search, industry search, and internet search from authentic sources. 
[bookmark: _Toc524378532]Timeline: Gantt chart
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[bookmark: _Toc524378533]Expected Outcome
As stated above, the essence of this report is to obtain information about blockchain concerning technical aspects, development, and how companies use the technology. Therefore, the expected outcomes of the study are, first, to enable a clear understanding of blockchain and its technology. Secondly, the study will bring an understanding of blockchain and its development. Thirdly, the study will provide information on how companies, especially IBM, Kodak, and Amazon use the blockchain technology. 
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